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and hand-propelling gear of each life-
boat, where fitted, must be operated
for at least 5 minutes.

(5) In port, every lifeboat must be
swung out, if practicable. The unob-
structed lifeboats must be lowered to
the water and the ship’s company must
be exercised in the use of the oars or
other means of propulsion. Although
all lifeboats may not be used in a par-
ticular drill, care must be taken that
all lifeboats are given occasional use to
ascertain that all lowering equipment
is in proper order and the crew prop-
erly trained. The master shall ensure
that each lifeboat is lowered to the
water at least once every 3 months.

(6) When the vessel in underway, and
weather permitting, all lifeboats must
be swung out to ascertain that the gear
is in proper order.

(7) The person in charge of each life-
boat and liferaft shall have a list of its
crew and shall ensure that the persons
under his or her command are ac-
quainted with their duties.

(8) Lifeboat equipment must be ex-
amined at least once a month to ensure
that it is complete.

(9) The master shall ensure that all
persons on board fully participate in
these drills and that they have been in-
structed in the proper method of don-
ning and adjusting the personal flota-
tion devices and exposure suits used
and informed of the stowage location of
these devices.

(c) The master shall have an entry
made in the vessel’s official logbook
relative to each fire and boat drill set-
ting forth the date and hour, length of
time of the drill, numbers on the life-
boats swung out and numbers on those
lowered, the length of time that motor
and hand-propelled lifeboats are oper-
ated, the number of lengths of hose
used, together with a statement as to
the condition of all fire and lifesaving
equipment, watertight door mecha-
nisms, valves, etc. An entry must also
be made to report the monthly exam-
ination of the lifeboat equipment. If in
any week the required fire and boat
drills are not held or only partial drills
are held, an entry must be made stat-
ing the circumstances and extend of
the drills held.

(d) A copy of these requirements
must be framed under glass or other
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transparent material and posted in a
conspicuous place about the vessel.

§169.837 Lifeboats,
lifefloats.

(a) The master or person in charge
shall ensure that the lifeboats, rescue
boats, liferafts, and lifefloats, are prop-
erly maintained at all times, and that
all equipment for the vessel required
by the regulations in this subchapter is
provided, maintained, and replaced as
indicated or when necessary and no
less frequently than required by para-
graph (b) of this section.

(b) The master shall ensure that:

(1) Each lifeboat has been stripped,
cleaned and thoroughly overhauled at
least once in each year.

(2) The fuel tanks of motor propelled
lifeboats have been emptied and fuel
changed once every twelve months.

(3) Each lifefloat has been cleaned
and thorughly overhauled once every
twelve months.

(4) Each inflatable liferaft has been
serviced at an approved facility every
12 months or not later than the next
vessel; inspection for certification if
the time since the date of the last serv-
icing does not exceed 15 months.

liferafts, and

§169.839 Firefighting equipment.

(a) The master or person in charge
shall ensure that the vessel’s firefight-
ing equipment is at all times ready for
use and that all firefighting equipment
required by the regulations in this sub-
chapter is provided, maintained, and
replaced as indicated.

(b) The master or person in charge
shall have performed at least once
every 12 months the tests and inspec-
tions of all hand portable fire extin-
guishers, semiportable fire extinguish-
ing systems, and fixed fire extinguish-
ing systems on board as described in
§169.247 of this subchapter. The master
or person in charge shall keep records
of the tests and inspections showing
the dates when performed, the number
and/or other identification of each unit
tested and inspected, and the name(s)
of the person(s) and/or company con-
ducting the tests and inspections.
These records must be made available
to the marine inspectors upon request
and must be kept for the period of va-
lidity of the vessel’s current certificate
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of inspection. Conducting these tests
and inspections does not relieve the
master or person in charge of his re-
sponsibility to maintain this firefight-
ing equipment in proper condition at
all times.

§169.840 Verification of vessel compli-
ance with applicable stability re-
quirements.

(a) After loading and prior to depar-
ture and at all other times necessary
to assure the safety of the vessel, the
master shall determine that the vessel
complies with all applicable stability
requirements in the vessel’s trim and
stability book, stability letter, Certifi-
cate of Inspection, and Load Line Cer-
tificate, as the case may be, and then
enter an attestation statement of the
verification in the log book. The vessel
may not depart until it is in compli-
ance with these requirements.

(b) When determining compliance
with applicable stability requirements
the vessel’s draft, trim, and stability
must be determined as necessary and
any stability calculations made in sup-
port of the determination must be re-
tained on board the vessel for the dura-
tion of the voyage.

[CGD 89-037, 57 FR 41825, Sept. 11, 1992]

§169.841 Logbook entries.

(a) Each vessel subject to the inspec-
tion provisions of this subchapter must
have an official logbook.

(b) The master shall place all entries
required by law or regulation in the
logbook.

(c) A Coast Guard form ‘“‘Official Log-
book’ may be utilized or the owner
may utilize his own format for an offi-
cial loghook. The logs must be kept
available for review by the Coast Guard
for a period of one year after the date
to which the records refer or for the pe-
riod of validity of the vessel’s current
certificate of inspection, whichever is
longer.

(d) All tests, drills, inspections and
notifications required in this sub-
chapter must be entered in the official
logbook.

(e) Prior to getting underway the
master shall enter in the logbook the
name of each sailing school student,
sailing school instructor, and guest on-
board, and the fact that each person
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was notified of the applicable safety
standards for sailing school vessels as
required by §169.857 of this chapter.

§169.847 Lookouts.

Nothing in this part exonerates any
master or officer of the watch from the
consequences of any neglect to keep a
proper lookout.

§169.849 Posting placards containing
instructions for launching and in-
flating inflatable liferafts.

Every vessel equipped with inflatable
liferafts must have posted in conspicu-
ous places readily accessible to the
ship’s company and guests approved
placards containing instructions for
launching and inflating inflatable life-
rafts. The number and location of such
placards for a particular vessel shall be
determined by the Officer in Charge,
Marine Inspection.

§169.853 Display of plans.

(a) Each vessel of 100 gross tons and
over must have permanently exhibited
for the guidance of the master, general
arrangement plans for each deck show-
ing the fire control stations, the var-
ious sections enclosed by fire resisting
bulkheads, the sections enclosed by fire
retarding bulkheads, together with the
particulars of the fire alarms, detect-
ing systems, fire extinguishing appli-
ances, means of access to different
compartments, ventilation systems
and the position of dampers and remote
stops.

(b) Plans must clearly show for each
deck the boundaries of the watertight
compartments, the openings therein
with the means of closure and the posi-
tion of any controls, and the arrange-
ments for the correction of any list due
to flooding.

§169.855 Pre-underway training.

Prior to getting underway the master
shall ensure that each sailing school
student and sailing school instructor,
who has not previously been in-
structed, is instructed in the handling
of sails, emergency procedures, nau-
tical terms, location and use of lifesav-
ing and firefighting equipment, and the
general layout of the vessel.



